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Program to Prevent Germany from starting a World War III 

1. Demilitarization of Germany. 

It should be the aim of the Allied Forces to accomplish the complete demilitarization of 
Germany in the shortest possible period of time after surrender. This means completely 
disarm the German Army and people (including the removal or destruction of all war 
material), the total destruction of the whole German armament industry, and the removal or 
destruction of other key industries which are basic to military strength. 

2. New Boundaries of Germany. 

(a) Poland should get that part of East Prussia which doesn't go to the U.S.S.R. and the 
southern portion of Silesia. (See map in 12 Appendix.) 

(b) France should get the Saar and the adjacent territories bounded by the Rhine and the 
Moselle Rivers. 

(c) As indicated in 4 below an International Zone should be created containing the Ruhr and 
the surrounding industrial areas. 

3. Partitioning of New Germany. 

The remaining portion of Germany should be divided into two autonomous, independent 
states, (1) a South German state comprising Bavaria, Wuerttemberg, Baden and some smaller 
areas and (2) a North German state comprising a large part of the old state of Prussia, Saxony, 
Thuringia and several smaller states. 

There shall be a custom union between the new South German state and Austria, which will 
be restored to her pre-1938 political borders. 

4. The Ruhr Area. (The Ruhr, surrounding industrial areas, as shown on e map, including the 
Rhineland, the Keil Canal, and all German territory north of the Keil Canal.) 

Here lies the heart of German industrial power. This area should not only be stripped of all 
presently existing industries but so weakened and controlled that it can not in the foreseeable 
future become an industrial area. The following steps will accomplish this: 

(a) Within a short period, if possible not longer than 6 months after the cessation of hostilities, 
all industrial plants and equipment not destroyed by military action shall be completely 



dismantled and transported to Allied Nations as restitution. All equipment shall be removed 
from the mines and the mines closed. 

(b) The area should be made an international zone to be governed by an international security 
organization to be established by the United Nations. In governing the area the international 
organization should be guided by policies designed to further the above stated objective. 

5. Restitution and Reparation. 

Reparations, in the form of future payments and deliveries, should not be demanded. 
Restitution and reparation shall be effected b-y the transfer of existing German resources and 
territories, e.g., 

(a) by restitution of property looted by the Germans in territories occupied by them; 

(b) by transfer of German territory and German private rights in industrial property situated in 
such territory to invaded countries and the international organization under the program of 
partition; 

(c) by the removal and distribution among devastated countries of industrial plants and 
equipment situated within the International Zone and the North and South German states 
delimited in the section on partition; 

(d) by forced German labor outside Germany; and 

(e) by confiscation of all German assets of any character 

whatsoever outside of Germany. 

6. Education and Propaganda. 

(a) All schools and universities will be closed until an Allied Commission of Education has 
formulated an effective reorganization program. It is contemplated that it may require a 
considerable period of time before any institutions of higher education are reopened. 
Meanwhile the education of German students in foreign universities will not be prohibited. 
Elementary schools will be reopened as quickly as appropriate teachers and textbooks are 
available. 

(b) All German radio stations and newspapers, magazines, weeklies, etc. shall be discontinued 
until adequate controls are established and an appropriate program formulated. 

7. Political Decentralization. 

The military administration in Germany in the Initial period should be carried out with a view 
toward the eventual partitioning of Germany. To facilitate partitioning and to assure its 
permanence the military authorities should be guided by the following principles: 

(a) Dismiss all policy-making officials of the Reich government and deal primarily with local 
governments. 



(b) Encourage the re-establishment of state governments in 

each of the states (Lander) corresponding to 18 states into which Germany is presently 
divided and in addition make the Prussian provinces separate states. 

(c) Upon the partitioning of Germany, the various state governments should be encouraged to 
organize a federal government for each of the newly partitioned areas. Such new governments 
should be in the form of a confederation of states, with emphasis on states" rights and a large 
degree of local autonomy. 

8. Responsibility of Military for Local German Economy. 

The sole purpose of the military in control of the German economy shall be to facilitate 
military operations and military occupation. The Allied Military Government shall not assume 
responsibility for such economic problems as price controls, rationing, unemployment, 
production, reconstruction, distribution, consumption, housing, or transportation, or take any 
measures designed to maintain or strengthen the German economy, except those which are 
essential to military operations. The responsibility for sustaining the German economy and 
people rests with the German people with such facilities as may be available under the 
circumstances. 

9. Controls over Development of German Economy. 

During a period of at least twenty years after surrender adequate controls, including controls 
over foreign trade and tight restrictions on capital imports, shall be maintained by the United 
Nations designed to prevent in the newly-established states the establishment or expansion of 
key industries basic to the German military potential and to control other key industries. 

10. Agrarian program. 

All large estates should be broken up and divided among the peasants and the system of 
primogeniture and entail should be abolished. 

11. Punishment of War Crimes and Treatment of Special Groups. 

A program for the punishment of certain war crimes and for the treatment of Nazi 
organizations and other special groups is contained in section 11. 

12. Uniforms and Parades. 

(a) No German shall be permitted to wear, after an appropriate period of time following the 
cessation of hostilities, any military uniform or any uniform of any quasi military 
organizations. 

(b) No military parades shall be permitted anywhere In Germany and all military bands shall 
be disbanded. 

13. Aircraft. 



All aircraft (including gliders), whether military or commercial, will be confiscated for later 
disposition. No German shall be permitted to operate or to help operate any aircraft, including 
those owned by foreign interests. 

14. United States Responsibility 

Although the United States would have full military and civilian representation on whatever 
International commission or commissions may be established for the execution of the whole 
German program, the primary responsibility for the policing of Germany and for civil 
administration in Germany should be assumed by the military forces of Germany's continental 
neighbors. Specifically these should include Russian, French, Polish, Czech, Greek, 
Yugoslav, Norwegian, Dutch and Belgian soldiers. 

Under this program United States troops could be withdrawn within a relatively short time. 
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